Determination of DNA base composition by small scale acrylamide-CsCl gradient centrifugation.
In this paper we describe a simple and rapid protocol for DNA base composition determination by CsCl gradient in the presence of acrylamide. This method permits the determination of GC content in microgram amounts of DNA, and results are easily documented in photographs or graphs. The protocol was applied to the characterization of nematode DNA, but can be used for other organisms. Analyzing several experiments the mean standard deviation observed in the calculated GC content is near 1.3%.